at 2 p.m. but he could at some other time. He was sorry
that he did not correctly catch the message or forgot it.
He had not taken it amiss that he was busy the whole
day. He would not expect Government servants to go
to private persons. As it was, Shri Shankar was ready
to oblige him another time. He mentioned this incident
only to console the Bahawalpur refugees.
WHO IS BLAMEWORTHY ?
A question was asked as to whom Gandhiji con-
sidered blameworthy for the fast. He blamed no indi-
vidual or community. He did believe, however, that
if the Hindus and Sikhs insisted on turning out the
Muslims from Delhi, they would be betraying India
and their own faiths. And that hurt him.
Some people had taunted him that he had sympathy
for the Muslims only and that he had undertaken the
fast for their sake. They were right. But all his life he had
stood, as everyone should stand, for minorities or those
in need. Pakistan had resulted in depriving the Muslims
of the Union of pride and self-confidence. It hurt him to
think that this was so. It weakened a State which kept or
allowed any class of people who had lost self-confidence.
His fast was against the Muslims too in the sense that it
should enable them to stand up to their Hindu and Sikh
brethren. In terms of the fast Muslim friends had to
work no less than the Hindus and Sikhs. Thus they
were in the habit of singling out Pandit Nehru and
him for praise and by contrast blaming Sardar Patel.
Some twitted the Sardar for his remark that Muslim
Leaguers could not become friends overnight. They
should not blame him., as he did not, for the remark.
Most Hindus held this view. What he wanted his Muslim
League friends to do was to live down the Sardar's
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